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THIS PAGE: Iz the Manbattan apartment artist Robert Kelly shares with
bis partner, photographer Shirine Gill, his own artworks take up space
on the walls and floor. oprosITE PAGE: in the living area, Black Orb (1956)

by American painter RAY PARKER and other artworks by Robert Kelly;

Turkish vgse and Spanish ceramic bowl; Wassily’ chair (1925/26) by
MARCEL BREUER. Details, last pages.
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Brimming with
art and 1950s
furniture classics,
the historic
Manhattan
apartment of
American painter
Robert Kelly
has been
transformed into
a private and
creative retreat.

By HELLE WALSTED Photographed by WICHMANN + BENDTSEN
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THIS PAGE: i1z the open-plan living space; original 1860s iron pillars; staircase designed by the late architect Nasser Abari; pair of Frog® armchairs by PIERO LISSONI;
Navajo rug. oreosite pac: ‘LCy’ chaise longue and two ‘LCr Sling’ chairs, both designed in 1928 by LE CORBUSIER, PIERRE JEANNERET z7d CHARLOTTE
PERRIAND; o7 the shelf, two pigment prints of Nights of San Lorenzo (2007) by SHIRINE GILL and a smaller painting by ROBERT KELLY.
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he interior architecture of artist Robert Kelly’s
Manhattan apartment, with its imposing original
1860s iron pillars and exposed beams, provides the
perfect backdrop for Kelly’s sought-after paintings.
The apartment covers more than 400 square metres
over two floors in a historic building originally used as a community
house for immigrant Germans living on the Lower East Side. Just off
from the Bowery, it’s an area that hasn’t yet been gentrified to the
extent of Kelly’s old neighbourhood, Tribeca.

The space serves as a gallery and studio as well as a home to both
Kelly and his partner, photographer Shirine Gill. Their own work is of
course displayed around the house and their passion for design
shows in the carefully curated collection of 1950s classic furniture by
designers such as Poul Kjaerholm, Le Corbusier, Eileen Gray, Marcel
Breuer and Piero Lissoni. Juxtaposed with these are no-name pieces
chosen for their quirks or backstories. In the living room, for instance,
a 1gth-century cottonwood workbench sits under one of Kelly’s
paintings, while a World War II drafting table is used for dining.
To bring it all together, woven tribal rugs in warm colours are spread
across the whitewashed floor. Kelly’s home is like his art, exploring
line, form, colour and the endless possibilities of their juxtapositions.

“This home is a quiet retreat, a work/life sanctuary,” says the artist.
“Itis in a neighbourhood still forming its identity; still edgy, gritty, yet
with great restaurants and rambling energy.”

The building itself has had its 15 minutes of fame, used as a location
for several episodes of the classic 1950s TV comedy The Honeymooners
and scenes in Martin Scorsese’s Raging Bull. After buying the apartment
in 2002, the couple and a friend, the late architect Nasser Ahari,
worked to transform what was a dark, damp basement and an empty
first floor into a bright and minimalist home and studio. Despite its
overwhelming size, the trio managed to create a tranquil retreat from
the buzzing city outside, while maintaining a distinct Manhattan vibe.

The architectural details of the open-plan interiors combine
elements old and new, rustic and minimalist. Along with the exposed
beams and iron pillars, an open-tread timber-and-glass staircase takes
centre stage and walls alternate between freshly painted white and
exposed brick for a look that is classic New York warehouse. »
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home is a place of accumulated memories

THIS PAGE: photograph of a Yanomami boy by
VALDIR CRUZ. 0PPOSITE PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM
top LEFT: pair of ‘PK22’ chairs and sofa by POUL
KJARHOLM, manufactured by E Kold
Christensen; vintage Wassily’ chair by MARCEL
BREUER; vintage Moroccan Beni Ourain rug,
19205 Mexican church bench; artwork from Thicket
Assemblage series by ROBERT KELLY. Daybed
from flea market in New York; photograph above
by VALDIR CRUZ; 19th-century Mennonite
workbench; photographic works by SHIRINE
GILL. In the office, LE CORBUSIER’s L.C2’

sofa and EAMES office chair; portrait of a young
Georgia O’Keeffe by ELIZABETH PEYTON.

In the artist’s Long Island studio, black paintings
from Kelly’s Palos Quemados series; black-and-
white painting is an unfinished work; Afiican stool.
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« To create the shiny floors, Kelly and his assistant took on the major
task of whitewashing and coating the furniture-grade birch plywood
with water-based polyurethane, a testament to his own investment in
the place. For him, everything has to resonate on a personal level, from
the Danish furniture he found on his travels in the 1970s to the exotic
objects from Mexico, Thailand and North Africa. “A home is a place of
accumulated memories,” says Kelly, “where both solitude and shared
intimacy are deeply rooted and have a continuity and comfort.”

Kelly grew up in Santa Fe, New Mexico, a unique place rich in culture
and infused with Spanish and Native American heritage. He still has
a strong connection with Sante Fe’s vast space and big skies, its adobe
walls and four distinct seasons, despite having lived so long in New
York. “When you live with memories from childhood and travelling,
the furniture, objects and art create a home with soul,” he says. “They
become part of the story and your approach to art as well as life.”

Art and life are one and the same for this couple. Kelly’s work has
been included in collections at the Whitney Museum of American
Art, among others. “We inspire each other by sharing and giving
continual attention to our mutual love of art, culture and travel,” says
Kelly. “The roots run deep in building this memory bank together.” L
Visit robertkellystudio.net; shirinegill.com.

138 VOGUELIVING.COM.AU

3

]

SEE MORE ONLY AT
VOGUELIVING.COM.AU

In the main bedroom, bed from DESIGN WITHIN REACH;
Ghanaian fabric as bedspread; SHIRINE GILL photographs.

CLOCKWISE FROM ToP: Robert Kelly; painting

from bis Mimesis series. Kitchen by Nasser Abari;
black granite benchtop from WALKER ZANGER;
SUB-ZERO stove, MIELE hood; Kelly’s Mimesis LXV
(Weatherman); EILEEN GRAY ‘Rogquebrune’ chairs.
Kelly in bis studio; Le Corbusier’s LC2’ chairs. Classic
New York fire escapes outside. KAARE KLINT Safari’
chairs; ISAMU NOGUCHLI lamp. Old Mexican church
bench; Robert Kelly artworks. Details, last pages.
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